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“In all things of nature there 

is something of the 
marvelous.”  

 
- Aristotle 
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Forward 
 
The Mid-Columbia is undergoing remarkable change in the year 2010.  The growth we 
now experience appears likely to continue into the foreseeable future.  While this 
growth can have a beneficial impact on our local economy, it can also occur at the 
expense of landscapes and special attributes that define our area.  These are the 
features that make our region unlike any other and brand our community as unique 
among all other communities competing to attract and retain industries, tourists, and 
happy residents. 
 
The Ridges to Rivers Open Space Network Vision Plan was created by a working group 
of citizens, non-profit organizations, and city and county staff members.  The intent is 
to present a vision of how preserved open space could retain special features in the 
Mid-Columbia, and also how creation of a network of trails would allow residents and 
visitors an opportunity to experience these features first hand.  We believe this vision 
can be realized in concert with, and as an integral part of, development that occurs 
across the region.  The Vision Plan, then, is meant to be the foundation and spark for 
commencing regional planning and community involvement. 
 
The Vision Plan discusses the value of open space to our economy, recreation, 
environment, and health.  It presents priority open spaces and trail connections for 
preservation and documents the public input that was obtained to determine these 
priorities.  The Vision Plan lays out a series of open space, trail, and policy 
recommendations and is a resource of tools and mechanisms that can be used to 
preserve lands and fund preservation, maintenance, and enhancement.  The policy 
recommendations are meant to unify how we define open space and are a starting 
point for integrating open space policy with development.  A Jurisdictional Council of 
elected leaders is recommended as a forum to facilitate regional planning and advise 
the activities of the RROSN.   
 
The Vision Plan is not intended to be a regulatory plan.  It does not specifically 
address how the vision is to be incorporated into comprehensive plans, although this is 
the preferred method of codifying the policy recommendations that are made.  It is up 
to each jurisdiction to evaluate which recommendations are appropriate, determine 
how they should be incorporated, and conduct the public process to do so.  This is a 
process that may take some time; a 5-year schedule is proposed in the Vision Plan.  
The Vision Plan also does not evaluate the costs of implementing the 
recommendations.  Such evaluations will be conducted on a project by project basis as 
implementation proceeds. 
 
Successful implementation of the Ridges to Rivers Open Space Vision Plan will involve 
the cooperation and participation of multiple entities in roles which at times are 
separate and at times overlap. 
 
A role of the Ridges to Rivers Open Space Network (RROSN) will be to monitor and 
assist jurisdictions in the implementation of the Vision Plan.  Much of the preliminary 
work involved with open space protection, trail planning, trail building, and 
maintenance can be performed by volunteers.  RROSN will also be responsible for 
regular periodic updates to the Vision Plan.  
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A role of jurisdictions will be to make measured progress in the acceptance and 
implementation of the Vision Plan.  Additionally, jurisdictional knowledge, advice, 
experience, and guidance are necessary to help the Vision Plan evolve and grow. 
 
Developers can also help with acceptance and implementation of the Plan.  Developers 
can be the source of innovative solutions to land use challenges that lead, rather than 
follow, city or county jurisdictions in the implementation of the recommendations.  
 
Citizens of the Mid-Columbia have a role.  Voicing their concerns to city councils and 
boards of commissioners about the effect of unmonitored growth and development, 
they may cite concepts from the Vision Plan as examples of better practices that 
might lead to more thoughtful use of irreplaceable resources such as open space.  
Citizen volunteers will be invaluable helping implement most aspects of the Vision 
Plan. 
 
Whether these roles are filled or not will determine the future of open space in the 
Mid-Columbia.  What will be said in 2060?  Will it be said “Thank goodness we acted 
when we did?”  Or will we hear “How could we let this happen?”   
 
It’s truly up to each of us. 
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Executive Summary 
 
I.  Introduction 
 

 Open Space Definition 
 The Need for Coordinated Planning 
 Ridges to Rivers Open Space Network 

  
In late 2007, citizens, groups, and public officials in the Mid-Columbia identified the 
need for a regional open space and trails plan that takes a more comprehensive view 
than the isolated city and county plans we now use.  These entities came together to 
form a working group now known as the Ridges to Rivers Open Space Network Steering 
Committee to start a public discussion, create a local vision, and plan for our future.  
They began a process to look on a regional level to see how best to use our natural 
assets to benefit our economy; provide access for recreation, education, and health; 
and preserve natural and aesthetic values.  This concept plan is the result of this 
group’s efforts at integrated open space planning across jurisdictional boundaries.  It 
presents ideas for creating a regional network of natural and developed open spaces 
with a system of trails, The Ridges to Rivers Trail system, connecting people to our 
ridges, rivers, and communities. 
 
II.  The Value of Open Space 
 

 Economic Benefits 
 Ecosystem Services 
 Health and Recreation Benefits 
 Sense of Place and Aesthetics 
 Education 
 Culture, History, and Geology 

 
Land is valuable.  For some lands, the value is realized by development; other lands 
are more valuable in their natural state.  A balance between developed lands and 
various types of open space is important to maximize this value for the Mid-Columbia 
region.  Thoughtful development can maximize direct economic return while 
maintaining other values that support livable communities, enhance the quality of life 
that attracts and retains people and businesses, “brands” this area to potential visitors 
and investors, and protects our environment and wildlife.   
 
This section discusses some of the benefits of open space.  Open space has significant 
economic benefits, provides ecosystem services for the region, and can have a 
dramatic positive impact on health, wellness, and quality of life.   
 
III.  Open Spaces, Trails, and Open Space Protection in the Mid-Columbia Today 
 

 Existing Federal, State, and Regional Open Space and Trail Resources 
 Inventory of City and County Open Spaces and Trails 
 Current Open Space Protection in Each Jurisdiction 
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No other place on Earth is like the Mid-Columbia.  Massive basalt flows, cataclysmic 
floods, and other geologic processes created the ridges and rivers landscape that 
defines our sense of place.  Visual and physical access to these places – views of them 
and from them – help us to understand and physically and emotionally connect with a 
landscape we recognize as “home”.  Open spaces, whether viewed or explored, are 
our portals to making these connections.   
 
In order to move forward with an appropriate strategy for developing a regional 
system of connected open spaces, it is important to understand the existing conditions 
in the Mid-Columbia area.  This chapter summarizes major open spaces and trails in 
each jurisdiction.  Also summarized are the jurisdictions’ regulations for wetland and 
hillside development.  A regional plan will help provide a consistent, region-wide 
mission, goals, vision, and objectives for coordinating open space and trails planning 
on an inter-jurisdictional basis, while still providing local jurisdictions with the 
discretion over their individual open space planning efforts.  
 
IV.  The Planning Process 
 

 Planning Process to Date 
 Workshop Results Summary 
 Questionnaire Results Summary 

 
This chapter describes the public planning process that has occurred since early 2008.  
A total of four workshops were conducted to take public input on desires for 
preserving open space and improving trail connectivity in the Mid-Columbia.  In 
addition, a questionnaire was circulated in hard copy and on-line formats to expand 
opportunities for public comment.  These workshops and the availability of 
questionnaires were widely advertized in newspaper articles, a variety of organization 
newsletters (including those of Tridec, Benton Franklin Council of Governments, and 
several non-profits), and on organization web sites.  The results of the workshops and 
questionnaires are summarized in this chapter and listed in more detail in the 
Appendices. 
 
V.  Future Needs and Vision for Open Space Linkages and Protection in the Mid-

Columbia 
 

 Recommendations for Open Space Protection and Trail Linkages 
 General Policy Recommendations for the Mid-Columbia Region 
 Suggested Policy Recommendation Implementation Timeline 
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The Mid-Columbia Region stands at a crossroads.  On one hand we are blessed with 
open lands and scenic vistas.  On the other we have been successful in maintaining a 
strong economy while expanding the population base at an exceptional rate.  Both 
contribute to the economic and social vitality of our region, yet how do we balance 
the two?  Without thoughtful planning now, urbanization will continue, historic access 
may be denied, and regional resources devalued.  Without care, an economic resource 
will be squandered in an environment where all advantages are important. 
 
Recommendations are presented on two different levels.  The first section discusses 26 
recommendations for designating new protected open spaces and trail linkages.  The 
second section provides 24 general policy recommendations.  Some recommendations 
are relatively straightforward to implement, others will be challenging.  In total they 
represent an open space and trail system much larger than the sum of its parts in 
terms of potential impacts on our economy, quality of life, and health. 
 
VI.  Plan Implementation 
 

 Action Plan 
 Available Tools 

 
Implementing the vision described in this document in a timely and effective manner 
could be complex given the rapid rate of growth and change that is occurring in the 
Mid-Columbia.  Through the planning process and extensive research into techniques 
used by other similar jurisdictions, a variety of methods and implementation strategies 
designed to advance open space protection opportunities were identified.  This 
chapter presents approaches for achieving protection including acquisition, land 
exchanges, conservation easements, regulatory measures and incentives.  A variety of 
funding mechanisms are discussed and strategies for cost-effective maintenance and 
operations of a regional open space network in the Mid-Columbia are suggested. 
 
VII.  Appendices 
 

 Project Proposal to the National Park Service 
 Proposed Action Plan 
 Public Meeting Records 
 Questionnaire Records 
 Funding and Implementation Strategies 
 Example Practices for Development 
 Transmittal Letter 
 Distribution List 

 
The appendices contain a large amount of background and supplemental information 
that will be of value to the planner, policy maker, and citizen interested in the 
planning process and implementation of the vision presented in this document. 
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“The richness I achieve comes 

from Nature, the source of 
my inspiration.” 
- Claude Monet 

 
“Nature is the art of God.” 

- Dante Alighieri 
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“We do not see nature with our 

eyes, but with our understandings 
and our hearts.”  

 
- William Hazlitt 
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I.  Introduction  
 
In late 2007, citizens, groups, and public officials in the Mid-Columbia identified the 
need for a regional open space and trails plan that takes a more comprehensive view 
than the isolated city and county plans we now use.  These entities came together to 
form a working group now known as the Ridges to Rivers Open Space Network Steering 
Committee to start a public discussion, create a local vision, and plan for our future.  
They began a process to look on a regional level to see how best to use our natural 
assets to benefit our economy; provide access for recreation, education, and health; 
and preserve natural and aesthetic values.  This concept plan is the result of this 
group’s efforts at integrated open space planning across jurisdictional boundaries.  It 
presents ideas for creating a regional network of natural and developed open spaces 
with a system of trails, The Ridges to Rivers Trail system, connecting people to our 
ridges, rivers, and communities. 
 
The area of this concept plan is loosely defined as 
the “Mid-Columbia”.  There is no line on a map that 
defines where the Mid-Columbia is, just as open 
spaces are not defined or limited by jurisdictional 
boundaries.  The area contains parts of Benton, 
Franklin, and Walla Walla Counties primarily in the 
vicinity of the metropolitan areas of Kennewick, 
Pasco, Richland, West Richland, Finley, and Benton 
City.  It generally extends from the Saddle 
Mountains and the Hanford Reach National 
Monument to the north to the Columbia River to 
the south and from the Palouse and Snake Rivers to 
the east to the Rattlesnake Ridges and Horse 
Heaven Hills to the west (see maps in Chapter III). 
The concept plan area was determined solely by 
the interests of the plan participants and is not a 
statement about the quality or value of open 
spaces beyond the area described here.  In fact, 
future revisions of this plan may include other areas, such as to Prosser and other 
communities up the Yakima Valley and toward Walla Walla and other lands to the 
east. 
 
The concept of open space is not uniformly defined from one jurisdiction to another.  
Some jurisdictions do not have a definition at all.  This chapter presents a definition 
for open space used through out this concept plan.  One goal of the Ridges to Rivers 
Open Space Network steering committee and board of directors is that this definition 
be adopted across all jurisdictions as a key step toward facilitating cross-jurisdictional 
planning and dialog.   
 
This chapter also discusses the need for open space planning and summarizes the 
activities of the Ridges to Rivers Open Space Network steering committee. 
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Open Space Network Defined 
 
Different jurisdictions in the Mid-Columbia have differing definitions (or no definition 
at all) of open space.  This section provides our recommendation. 
 
First, what does an “open space network” mean?  A network refers to a system of 
parts organized to form and function as a coherent whole.  This concept plan envisions 
an “open space network” for the Tri-Cities urban area and Benton and Franklin 
Counties that provides a diversity of open space lands offering a wide range of 
benefits to citizens, a balance to ever-increasing development, and protection of the 
environment.  Natural space and community or regional parks (parks larger than 25 
acres) are central elements of this network; working lands and scenic views and vistas 
are complementary elements; trails serve as connections within the network and to 
other regional recreation resources.  
 
This is our definition of open space: 
 

Open space may consist of: shrub-steppe habitats; mountains and 
ridges; special geological and topographical features; meadows; 
wetlands; riparian habitats and washes; lakes; urban greenspaces, 
parks, sports and play fields; working agricultural and ranch lands; 
cultural, historical, and archeological sites; and other valued 
landscapes and ecosystems.  Open spaces can be publically or privately 
owned and managed.   

 
Below is a discussion of various types of open space. 
 
Natural Spaces 
These are lands intentionally managed for the long-term as natural areas or simply 
allowed to exist in their natural state.  These include riparian corridors along creeks 
and rivers, wetlands, shrub-steppe areas, open ridges, and hillsides.  Such lands 
include a unique collection of 
features and resources of regional 
significance that create a community 
identity.  They define the landscape 
character of Mid-Columbia and are 
the foundation of the network. 
 
Urban Greenspace/Park Lands  
Neighborhood greenspaces are 
generally dedicated to active 
recreational users and contribute 
substantially to the livability and 
sense of community in the more 
densely populated areas.  They 
include public parks, cemeteries, golf courses, ballparks, sports fields, community 
gardens, and special use parks.  Parks and other green spaces create a “green” fabric 
that defines and enhances neighborhoods.  They provide places for passive or active 
recreation, family and community gatherings, neighborhood interaction, and quiet 
reflection. 
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Trails and Corridors (Linear Parks)  
Trails are pathways for non-motorized transportation and recreation intended to 
provide connection, access, and circulation among other types of open space, cities, 
and rural areas.  Trails are often 
designed to follow natural features 
(e.g., ridges and rivers), roadways, 
woody areas, existing rights of way 
(e.g., abandoned rail, utility corridors, 
transmission, irrigation, and vacated 
rights of way), and historic or scenic 
routes.  These linear routes connect 
points of interest, provide access to 
recreation sites and destinations, and 
showcase scenic vistas.  Corridors are 
natural open spaces that connect 
ecologically important environments, 
allowing habitat connectivity and 
facilitating movement of wildlife. 
 
Working Lands 
Working lands provide direct economic and/or functional benefit.  Such lands may 
include vineyards, orchards, crop fields, community gardens, and other agricultural 
settings.  Working lands with functional value may include riparian strips, floodplains, 
and windbreaks. 
 
Lands with Scenic Values 
The visual beauty of open spaces helps to define the character of the Mid-Columbia 
region.  Benton and Franklin Counties are defined by their waterways, ridgelines, 
acres of cultivated fields, orchards, vineyards, and open shrub-steppe lands.  These 
lands, their view sheds and skylines make the Mid-Columbia unique. 
 
 

The Need for Coordinated Regional Planning 
 
The growth rate in the Tri-Cities is one of the highest in Washington state.  The 
combined population of Benton and Franklin Counties is currently 242,000 and is 
projected to reach 358,000 by 2030 (Figure 1).  The current cumulative population of 
Kennewick, Pasco, Richland, and West Richland is 180,750.  Combined, these cities 
have surpassed Vancouver as the 4th largest community in the state (and only about 
23,000 behind Tacoma, the third largest city).  Over the last decade, the combined 
population of Kennewick, Pasco, Richland, and West Richland has risen 35 percent.  
The population of Pasco, now the 16th largest city in the state (up from 26th), jumped 
70 percent since 2000.  West Richland is up 39 percent, and Kennewick and Richland 
grew 23 percent for the decade. 
 
Projections shown in Figure 1 and Table 1 for 2010 to 2030 were generated by the 
Washington State Office of Financial Management (OFM) for the purpose of planning  
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Figure 1.  Population Trends and OFM Projections for Benton and Franklin Counties. 
 
 
under the Growth Management Act (GMA).  GMA planning in Benton County is based on 
the high range of OFM projections, while in Franklin County it is based on the mid-
range OFM estimates.  Population totals for 1992 to 2009 for the counties and cities 
are from the Benton-Franklin Council of Governments (Regional Transportation 
Planning Organization, RTPO) and include census data. 
 
With this rapid population increase comes 
accelerated development of vacant lands in 
and adjacent to our communities.  Many 
natural features that define our character 
are not protected and are threatened by 
this continuing development pressure.  
Hillsides and natural habitats are being 
developed, trail easements and access 
points are being lost, and view sheds are 
permanently altered.  Sufficient planning 
has not occurred to allow community 
development staff to determine what needs 
to be preserved so that they can identify 
when important features are targeted for 
development.   
 
Jurisdictions in general do not have 
sufficient policy statements and regulations needed to shape how development occurs.  
Existing development regulations do little beyond minimum State requirements to 
restrict the type of development allowed on and near these significant natural 
features.  Where such regulations do exist, they often are not consistent across city 
and county boundary lines.  Tools to provide effective strategies and incentives to 
shape development such as land swaps, density adjustments, and grading permits are  
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Table 1. Population Trends and OFM Projections for Benton and Franklin Counties (1990-2030). 
Population Trends for 1990-2005 and OFM LOW Estimate for 2010-2030 
  1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030 

Franklin County  37,473 
     
44,000  

     
49,347  

     
60,500  64,786 72,514 79,776 86,321 91,733 

Benton County 112,560 
   
131,000  

   
142,475  

   
158,100  154,488 157,842 160,693 162,831 163,785 

Total 150,033 175,000 191,822 218,600 219,274 230,356 240,469 249,152 255,518 
Franklin County % of Total 25% 25% 26% 28% 30% 31% 33% 35% 36% 
Benton County % of Total 75% 75% 74% 72% 70% 69% 67% 65% 64% 
Population Increase NA 24,967 16,822 26,778 674 11,082 10,113 8,683 6,366 
% Population Change NA 17% 10% 14% 0% 5% 4% 4% 3% 

Population Trends for 1990-2005 and OFM MEDIUM Estimate for 2010-2030 
  1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030 

Franklin County  37,473 
     
44,000  

     
49,347  

     
60,500  70,038 80,348 90,654 100,666 109,861 

Benton County 112,560 
   
131,000  

   
142,475  

   
158,100  168,839 176,854 184,704 192,131 198,528 

Total 150,033 175,000 191,822 218,600 238,877 257,202 275,358 292,797 308,389 
Franklin County % of Total 25% 25% 26% 28% 29% 31% 33% 34% 36% 
Benton County % of Total 75% 75% 74% 72% 71% 69% 67% 66% 64% 
Population Increase NA 24,967 16,822 26,778 20,277 18,325 18,156 17,439 15,592 
% Population Change NA 17% 10% 14% 9% 8% 7% 6% 5% 
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Table 1 (cont’d). Population Trends and OFM Projections for Benton and Franklin Counties (1990-2030). 
Population Trends for 1990-2005 and OFM HIGH Estimate for 2010-2030 
  1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030 

Franklin County  37,473 
     
44,000  

     
49,347  

     
60,500  79,843 93,947 108,649 123,593 138,096 

Benton County 112,560 
   
131,000  

   
142,475  

   
158,100  188,931 203,736 218,874 234,015 248,358 

Total 150,033 175,000 191,822 218,600 268,774 297,683 327,523 357,608 386,454 
Franklin County % of Total 25% 25% 26% 28% 30% 32% 33% 35% 36% 
Benton County % of Total 75% 75% 74% 72% 70% 68% 67% 65% 64% 
Population Increase NA 24,967 16,822 26,778 50,174 28,909 29,840 30,085 28,846 
% Population Change NA 17% 10% 14% 23% 11% 10% 9% 8% 

Combined Population Projections for Benton and Franklin Counties 
  1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030 

Franklin County  37,473 
     
44,000  

     
49,347  

     
60,500  70,038 80,348 90,654 100,666 109,861 

Benton County 112,560 
   
131,000  

   
142,475  

   
158,100  188,931 203,736 218,874 234,015 248,358 

Total 150,033 175,000 191,822 218,600 258,969 284,084 309,528 334,681 358,219 
Franklin County % of Total 25% 25% 26% 28% 27% 28% 29% 30% 31% 
Benton County % of Total 75% 75% 74% 72% 73% 72% 71% 70% 69% 
Population Increase NA 24,967 16,822 26,778 40,369 25,115 25,444 25,153 23,538 
% Population Change NA 17% 10% 14% 18% 10% 9% 8% 7% 

1990 and 2000 are Census counts.  1995 and 2005 are OFM annual estimates for budget allocation.   
2010 - 2030 are OFM estimates for Growth Management planning.      
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not available in some cases.  In addition, 
the various jurisdictions manage their 
open spaces in isolation with little 
coordination or regional planning. 
 
In spite of these issues, the Mid-Columbia 
still possesses significant natural features 
including mountains, ridge tops, canyons, 
rivers, riparian areas, wetlands and 
natural shrub-steppe environments.  
These features reflect our unique 
geologic, natural, and cultural history 
originating from the massive basalt flows 
and ice age floods that swept this area.  

This is the only place on Earth so thoroughly shaped and reshaped by such grand 
ancient floods, first of rock then of water. 
 
Some areas in the region have already been preserved, including the Hanford Reach 
National Monument, the Chamna Natural Preserve (one of the 50 best hikes in eastern 
WA according to the Mountaineers), part of the Amon Creek Basin, and other areas 
along the Tapteal Greenway following the Yakima River.  A portion of Badger Mountain 
was recently acquired and has become one of the most frequently visited parks in the 
area.   
 
But many equally valuable areas remain unprotected.  A unique ridgeline comprised of 
individual hills and mountains, including Badger and Rattlesnake Mountains, crosses 
Benton County.  There is local interest to preserve the ridgeline, not only for hiking 
and other low-impact recreation, but also because it is a striking geographic and visual 
viewscape, recognizable from many miles 
away, that defines the Tri-Cities area.  
These and many other unprotected open 
spaces, habitat areas, and trail 
connections could be linked to create a 
“Ridges to Rivers” system. 
 
There is a significant potential to take 
advantage of these features for the 
benefit of the entire community if sound 
planning across all jurisdictions can 
preserve them into the future.  An open 
space network that connects key natural 
features in a more definitive way can provide a unique regional identity — a branding 
of the Mid-Columbia — and help improve the quality of the built environment.  
Preservation of important biological corridors can result in more sustainable cities.  
Natural open spaces, especially when they provide access to low-impact recreation 
such as trails and nature viewing, can attract businesses and tourists, helping to 
stabilize and diversify our economy.  Open space and muscle-powered recreational 
opportunities are especially important in attracting the innovative 20- to 30-year-old 
entrepreneurs local leaders believe are needed to drive the new economy.  
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Ridges to Rivers Open Space Network 
 
In the fall of 2007, an application (Appendix I) to the National Park Service Rivers, 
Trails, and Conservation Assistance Program resulted in a Technical Assistance Award 
to utilize RTCA’s expertise in facilitating and organizing a public planning process with 
the goal of developing an open space plan for the Mid-Columbia Region.  The award, 
initially for a one-year period, was extended for an additional year. 
 
A steering committee that became known as the Ridges to Rivers Open Space Network 
of the Mid-Columbia was established to coordinate the planning process.  The steering 
committee met monthly.  New members were added as the process continued, with 
participation at the time this plan was written consisting of:  Cities of Richland, West 
Richland, Kennewick, Pasco, and Benton City; Benton and Franklin Counties; Tri-Cities 
Visitor and Convention Bureau; Benton Franklin Council of Governments; Washington 
Health Foundation; Benton Franklin Community Health Alliance; Tapteal Greenway; 
Friends of Badger Mountain; Lower Columbia Basin Audubon Society; Native Plant 
Society; Ice Age Floods Institute – Lake Lewis Chapter; Open Space Coalition; Fun, Fit, 
and Over Fifty; and the Inter-Mountain Alpine Club. 
 
Vision, mission, and goal statements were agreed to as follows: 
 
The Vision:   

A network of natural features, open spaces, and connecting trails that 
complements residential and commercial development in the Mid-Columbia 
Region and 
 Enhances our ability to attract and retain people and businesses that 

sustain our economy 
 Provides access and connection for recreation, education, and health 
 Preserves natural and aesthetic values 

 
The Mission:   

Design and implement a plan to support our communities in identifying and 
preserving the unique natural features and open spaces of the Mid-Columbia. 
The plan will focus on creating an integrated system of open space and trails 
connecting the land and water features that are most important to the people 
living here. 

 
The Goals: 

 Preserve the unique regional identity and sense of place that our ridges, 
rivers, and other natural features provide to the public. 

 Promote a citizen-designed Ridges to Rivers Network that boosts economic 
development in the region. 

 Enjoy and increase use of the outdoors 
 
The Ridges to Rivers Steering Committee spent several months developing an Open 
Space Draft plan. That effort was followed by preparation of a Draft Action plan. Both 
of these documents remained in the draft stages until public outreach could be 
accomplished and the community input taken on the draft plans. The draft action plan 
is presented in its entirety in Appendix II.   
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Outreach was accomplished in four ways: public workshops, online and hard copy 
questionnaire, public presentations, and Internet web pages. 
 
Four workshops were conducted to take public input on desires for preserving open 
space and improving trail connectivity in the Mid-Columbia.  In addition, a 

questionnaire was circulated in hard copy 
and on-line formats to expand 
opportunities for public comment.  These 
workshops and the availability of 
questionnaires were widely advertized in 
newspaper articles, a variety of 
organization newsletters (including those 
of Tridec, BFCG, and several non-
profits), and on organization web sites.  
The results of the workshops and 
questionnaires are summarized in 
Chapter IV and listed in more detail in 
Appendices III and IV. 

 
A PowerPoint presentation was developed and presented throughout the Mid-Columbia 
region with the goal of informing and taking input on the Ridges to Rivers project. The 
presentation was made to the City Councils of Benton City, Kennewick, Pasco, 
Richland, and West Richland; to the County Commissioners of Franklin and Benton 
Counties; and to six Parks and Recreation Commissions in the two counties.  
Presentations were also made to several Rotary and Kiwanis clubs, the Home Builders 
Association, and the Tri-Cities Visitor and Convention Bureau.   
 
Special pages on local web sites were 
dedicated to the Ridges to Rivers 
project. Tapteal Greenway Association, 
Lower Columbia Basin Audubon Society, 
and Friends of Badger Mountain hosted 
various levels of detail about the plan on 
their web sites.  The monthly steering 
committee minutes were also posted for 
public viewing.  Tapteal hosted the 
online questionnaire and dedicated a full 
page to the Ridges to Rivers Open Space 
Network. 
 
Other accomplishments of the Ridges to Rivers Open Space Network Steering 
Committee include mapping existing open space in the Mid-Columbia region (with the 
assistance of the Franklin Conservation District); extending public outreach with 
media, newspaper articles, radio and TV interviews; and by authoring this plan. 
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“Everybody needs beauty as well as 
bread, places to play in and pray 

in, where nature may heal and give 
strength to body and soul.” 

  
- John Muir  




